
 

 

 

 

 

January 2023 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

University applicant information 2023 

We would like to congratulate students who have recently been through the UCAS application 
process. It has been a long journey and a demanding process that involves a great deal of time and 
preparation. We have been impressed with the mature and reflective conversations our students 
have had with subject teachers, tutors, our study mentor Mr Scott, and ourselves, where they have 
received extensive guidance on their personal statement and their university and courses choices. 
We wish them every success, and look forward to working closely with them, supporting them 
through the final stages of their application. 

What next? 

We would like to share with you the next steps for our university applicants. This is an important 
time where students are busy preparing for mock examinations, applying for student finance and 
reflecting on their choices to make an informed decision about their chosen course of study. 

Replying to offers 

Students will need to wait until they have received a reply from all of their choices before they can 
make a decision about their Firm and Insurance choice. Their Firm choice is their first choice. This 
would normally have an entry requirement that is aspirational, but achievable. Their insurance 
choice is their second choice, the safety net, if they do not meet the entry criteria for their Firm 
choice and should therefore have lower entry requirements. Each student will have a deadline for 
replying to their offers, this is either the 8th June 2023 or 17th July 2023 and is dependent on when 
they received replies from all of their choices. It is important they are aware and make a note of this 
deadline which can be found on ‘Track’, the student’s platform for receiving information about their 
university application. 

It is tempting, once students have received offers, to accept their firm and insurance choice straight 
away, however, it is important for students to take their time before making this decision. Some 
period of time will have passed since they made their application and so they should look again at 
their choices. Have they attended open days? Have they checked the course content again? 
Students will have completed additional mock papers and class assessments, and this will help them 

to make a more informed decision. More information about replying to offers can be found here 

 

 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/replying-your-ucas-undergraduate-offers


 
 
 
 

 
 

Accommodation 

Eligibility for accommodation differs for each university. Usually students can only apply for 
accommodation if they make the university their Firm Choice, although some universities also offer 
accommodation to those who have selected them as their insurance choice. It is important that 
students research accommodation carefully. They should consider the different halls of residence in 
terms of how far away they are from the university, the facilities they offer and compare prices. Each 
university has a deadline for applying for university accommodation, so it is important that students 
check the university websites for further guidance.  Further information regarding accommodation 

can be found here 

UCAS Extra 

UCAS Extra opens 23rd February 2023. This is a service provided by UCAS for students who are not 
holding any offers, and usually applies to students who have changed their mind about their chosen 
course of study. Students who wish to use this service can apply for a course at any chosen 
university once UCAS Extra opens. Students will be told they are eligible for this service and will be 
able to add a choice through ‘Track’ for courses with vacancies. Students can only apply for one 
course at a time. If a student is made an offer, and they accept this offer, this will be their firm 
choice (they will not hold an insurance choice). If they are unsuccessful, they can apply for another 
course, and continue to do this until they are successful and offered a place. For more information 
about UCAS Extra can be found here 

Student Finance 

On 14th June 2022, students were invited to a presentation on student finance. This was followed by 
a webinar for parents on the evening of 22nd June 2022. If you were unable to attend, more 

information about Student Finance can be found here 

Student finance applications open in March 2023. Students can apply for student finance using the 

link here. There is also a requirement for parents to complete part of this application. 

We would like to thank you for all your support with your son or daughter’s application. Students 
have shared with us the amount of support they have received at home, particularly with reading 
their personal statements, researching courses and attending open days. 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mrs J Chalmers       Miss T Perry 
UCAS Coordinator Head of Year 13   Head of Year 13 

https://accommodation.ucas.com/
https://accommodation.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/extra-choices
https://www.ucas.com/sfe
https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk/#:~:text=If%20you%E2%80%99ll%20be%20supporting%20your%20child%20or%20partner%E2%80%99s,from%20March%202022.%20Encourage%20students%20to%20sign%20up

